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BH° KELLY MACRO, 29, FROM
s OLD CATTON, NORWICH,
o TELLS US HOW...
® SHE WAS DEVASTATED WHEN
HER BOYFRIEND, JEZ, WAS
KILLED TN THE ASIAN TSUNAMI
@ SHE DISCOVERED SHE WAS
EXPECTING HIS BABY, GIVING
HER A REASOMN TO CARRY ON
@ THEIR SON, THED, WHO WAS
BORN LAST MONTH, WILL
ALWAYS REMIND HER OF JEZ

iy Macra'’s heart
thurmped as sha
awaited the results
of her pregnancy
test. In a matter of

seconds, shi would know if

she was expecting a baby.

‘Do you want me to show
you? aiked her fiend, Sandie,
whed was clutching the test
behand her back

Kelly gasped as Sandie,

35, waved the white stick in
Front of hes, & thin blue line
confirmed the news she had
been nervously anticipating for
dlays. She was pregnant. Never
before had Kelly felt such joy
cormbingd with such pain,

Weeks earlier, her boyfriend,
Joz Stephens, 29, had gone
1o Thailand on holiday with
friends. There, he'd been
caught up in thie tsunami,
becoming one of the estimated
220,000 people who lost their
| Irves on Boming Day 2004,

"My first instinet was to run
and tell Joz abaout the baby
says Kelly *| called my mum,
then Jex's mum, Linda, We
were ol in Boods of tears,

"After all the heartache and
pain of losing Jez, thene was
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lietle ray of hope. hust days
before, I'd been worwdering
how I'd hawe the strength

to goon, Mow | kndw | had
10 Fined ther courage from
somewhere, 5o 1'd be able to
edl uar Babry abbout his dad’

Kelly met Jez, a salesman,
in 2002, when he joned the
company in Morsich whera
she worked

"He wars conhdent and
outgeing, with a great
sense of humour," says Kelly

Ter breeggin waths, the pair
weeng pust good friends.

But a year after they rmet,
iy by 2003, Jez asked
Kelly out on a date.

T'd abwarys baven fond of
Joz, 50l accepted,” says Kelly
"He had such a friendly manner
and could put anypone at easa
- wt laughed all night.”

Alter a few weeks, Jez
infrocuced Kelly to Franchesca,
neow tw and & half, his daughter
from a previous relationship.

‘Jez doted on Frankie and
warted hier e be comiortable
wath ri from the start,’
axpdains Kelly,

We falt we were meant 1o
be together. We spoke about
setting up home together and
evientually having kids, but
thire was. no rush.”

The couple had been
togather for 3 year when Jez
brought up the idea of spending
Chrstrras i Thadand

‘He loved to travel,” explaing
Kelky ‘At 17, he travelbed roumd
the world, visiting Australia,
America and Asia,

"Has friend, Craig, was maving
1 Thailand and invited us out
there. But | couldn't get encugh
tirrve o wark, 55 it was decided
Joz and another couple of

friends, Gareth and Richard,
would go out in early December,
and I'd join thern later,”

O & Decemnber 2004, Jez and
his frigrcks Pew 1o Thailand. Bur
when Kelly locked into bookng
her fight, she realised it was too
expergiv, 50 she decded 1o
stay at homae in England

Twas disappointed, but i
gave Jez o chance to have a
haliday with thir Bays,” says Kelby.
‘| rnissed him, but we were in
contact every day, via email,
mobila and vexts

"He was havineg a grisat tima,
Hi traneelled all over the country
and saw some wonderdul
things. | was pleased ha was
having so much fun.”

kelly speent Chrstmas Day
with her family, but spoke to
Jiez on the phone.

"He wiad in great spints,” says
Kelly. 'He"d spent the day fishing
off the island of Phi Phi and was
planning 1o g6 10 a few bars.

I was sad | couldn'y be there,
bt we spoke about havindg oul
oo litthe celebeation when he
got back on New Years Eve.”

The next day, Kelly awoke 1o
th rerws that a buge wave had
brought devastation across Asis,
including Thailand.

T herkt bt sick bt todd myseti

MY BOYFRIEND'MEMORY

that, when the tsunami hit, Jez
was separated from his friends.
The phone cut out belore he
colel tell her any maore,

‘It weas just awful,” says Kelly,
“A million soenandd waini
thraugh my mind, but | couldn’
bring reysell 1o give up hope.”

Creer thie nest few days, Craig,
Gareth and Richard searched for
thetir frieend, & week later, they
fond his body i a fermgile in
thux Thai resort of Kraba

‘When | heard the news,
Iwaznt into shock,” says Kelly
"Iy senses wene b

I 51ill fielt as thowgh Jez had

‘Knowing I had a part of Jez growing
inside me gave me comfort’

not to panic,” says Kelly, The
rienas saad that mohile phones
wouldn't be working, but | kept
trying to call Jex

When | hadn't heard from
hirm by the end of the day,
| really started 1o worry

Cn 28 Decemnber, Craig called
his mwm and, crer a very bad
phona line, m5¢d1¢ tell b

just gone away on holiday
s would be back soon, and
everything would be all right.’

It wars while wrapped up in her

gyried that Kelly began feeling il,
‘At first, | wondered if it was
because of the shock,” she says.
"But then | started suffenng from

sore breasts | had the symptoms

for a couple of wistks before

| thought about the possibility
of being pregnant.”

In Januany, Kelly's docio
conbimed what the home test
had told b = ki sl 10 weeks
peagnant with Jer's child

I Bt happry at being given
the mwost precious gift but sad
at the same time," says Kelly
"Bund | kerverw frioem then on I'd
have to take exira-special care

of myself and not take ary rigks”

The following month, Jez's
bady was flown badk to the LIK
He was burigd m b hometown
of Lymgne, Kent.

“It vt hard 10 say goodbye,
but kncwing | had a part of him
AN insice me gave M
combort,” says Kelly.

As the months pased, Kelky
relied on her family and
friends for support.

Tt was tough having my

We'd love to hear your real-life st-n.ry, Call the Reveal hotline on 020 7439 5999

scans and feeling the baby lock
For thee first e without Jez
there but Sandee helped me,
a3 i vy mum and dad,

In Apl, | decided to move
back in with my panents.’

On 20 August
1o a 7lb 402 by at Norfolk and
Monwich Hospital

H was the most amaning
expenente,’ she says He was
5o baawtdul, | held hirn and told
him he was a very special boy.

Kelly decided to nami hr $on
Theadane Jer, after his dad.

"Everyone says Theo kooks e
Jez,” says Kelly “And, like Jet,
bet’s brcanghi re great happeness
and given us new hope. | know
Jez & prowd of me and b son,

When Thao grows up, Il
tell him o wondierul his dad
wiat, and howe hie gave us 3ll the
strength 10 cany on.' B

. Kelly g birth
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